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Adult

Program Notes

This piece is dedicated to a brave soul who is suffering a great deal right now. He has
always been a gentle man, a dreamer, who imagines utopian ideals for our world. He
was gullible, got into trouble and is struggling with Hard Times.

The repetitive “sing-song” melody is based on a tune he sang as a child, often while
swinging. The middle section of the movement at (33) is in eighth notes in a feeling of 3
+2+3, symbolizing the uneven and jolting life of living where the rules are constantly
changed, and his having to live where everyore is always noisy. Occasionally he finds
respite in a quiet moment, only to find his life rudely interrupted. The fugal motive at (47)
symbolizes his struggle to run with the expected life style, but in the end, he quietly
moves off into his fantasy.
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